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DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCES 
oF 
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T is | recorded by ſome of the Antients, 
That Am—_— _— what Man- 


ner he could ſtrongly fortify the 
Walls ofa Frontier Town: was andere a 


his Tutor, Arifotle, in the 
We That the nf affur*s 
* the Hearts and Good-will of bi 
Laws. 
Prince 


_ and a ftrift Obedience to 
thereto follows a meer 


This is ſo certain a Maxim, 


fore, by any indirect Methods, attem 
disjoin a Prince from - oats. © 


— 


. the m 


Diſcord between 
the 


41 


very true Exphſbman and Lover of his 
Opentry nat bo Ny eg jnve this Way 


ſome late K — * ce ife — 
| late Proc s; ef if com 

them with thaieof a like Kind in fome firaer 
unhappy Reigns, he looks forward to the 
dreadful Conſequences that muſt neceſſarily at- 
tend them: It is to be boped, that there is no 
one fo abandoned as to wiſh his native Coun- 
try ſhould be embroiled in the ſame miſerable 


the dreadful Effects whereof are ſcarce re- 
covered to this Day; but if timely Precau- 
tion does not bring ſome Gentlemen to a better 
bu. þ Be — whe | 
ready to open, our Expectations are 
with the that ſeems to threaten us: 
Let every one therefore heartily join in that 
acceſſary Part of the eſtabliſh'd Service of the 
Church, and fay, © That it may pleaſe thee 
to endue the s of the Council, and a 
the Nobility with Grace, HWiſdemw and Un- 
. © — For we have juſt Reaſon to 
be d, and implore the Interpoſition of 


the divine Providence to avert the impending 
Storm, when one Part of the Legiſlature 
ſeems determined to claſh with, or obſti- 


nately 


Circumſtances, as it was in the 1 Century, 


» 
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nately oppoſe, the other. Our Anceſtors too 
ſeverely felt the Effects hereof, for us to look 
on Dangers of this Kind with Indifference ; 
their Union and Harmony can only ſupport 
our Liberties intire, as their Diſagreement 
threatens the ng fatal Blow they can feel; 
our Rights and Privileges were fix*d by the 
Revolution on fo firm and laſting a Founda- 
tion, that nothing but ſuch a terrible Diſu- 
nion can ever ſhake them ; the People, who, 
at that glorious ra, were confirm'd in an 
equal of the Adminiſtration by their 
Repreſentatives, as in Juſtice they 

have complained of feveral enormous Gri 
vances that have crept in them : They 
hoped and expected ; and when their 
Expectations were at their Height, their Re- 
preſentatives having done all that in them lay 
to 1. 4 Entreaties, and give them 
the Satisfaction they demanded, find a 
Stop put to their laudable Endeavours by 
Oppreſ and — is the 

7 urcour the is 

Proſpect, and terrible the Apprehenfions, 
that every thinking Man muſt form from ſuch 
a Demur in the Proceedings of Juſtice : What 
the "_ n E ed An knows; 
it ſeems big wi 1 pearances; 
People's Ke 2 2 order to 
themſelves from the Imputation of being 
ſubject to undue Influence, which had been 
much, and, I am afraid, too juſtly com 
plained of in the 4 Aſſembly of the gr 
Council of the Nation, prepared a Bill for 


preventing 


[5] 
preventing any ſuch finifter Proceedings for 
the future op ſurel ie was ble o 
iĩmagi ight have a Liberty of 
Au © removing thoſe, 

» could not be fup- 
y where that, or any Thing 
that affected that Dependance, was c 7 
but this Liberty was refuſed them, and a 
Check put upon the Ardour of their firſt En- 


deavours to re that 3 
pendency, W © to ſubſiſt w i- 
vate Intereſts 4 give Place to the Pub- 


lic. This was a Matter of general Conſter- 
nation to the People, but what followed in 
Relation to the At of I-—-y has left them 
almoſt hopeleſs and 'deſpairing ; I ſhall not 
enter into the Reaſonab of that Act; 
the preſent Situation of Affairs, the Occafion 
that gave Riſe to it, and the ill Succeſs ic 
L wo my 
do repeat, coo eo It. . it 
fuffice to ſay, that 1 
vinced that their great Enemy, at whom it 
was levelled, and guns whom the Cries of 
Millions are ftill imploring for Juſtice, has 
found as ſhameful a Majority in ane Place as 
he had too lately loſt, and too long main- 
tained, in another. I ſhall only endeavour to 
point out ſome of the many ill Conſequences 
that muſt inevitably enſue, if that Offender is 
continued to be ſcreened or prevented from 
taking a fair Trial, to convince the World, 
;f le can, that he is not guilty of the many 
Offences laid to his Charge : For when a Man 
. endeavours 


81 
an immenſe deal of Tg to bring int is | 
t glorious Eſtabliſhment ; as it is, 
in Reality all the fancied Forms of 
perfet Government, laid down by Plato or 


7 1 a re- 
Society ought indi bl 
to to mak 12142 
da odel of a 1 The 
following ſhort Analyſis of it, as it is laid 
down by a great Lawyer, in the Preface to 
Dis R » Will give us a clear View of the 
Whole, and at the ſame Time aſſiſt me, as 
I ſhall endeavour 


4 


1 


i 


A 


© vented. The ſupreme Power of 
© Laws whereby to govern and judge the 


« People in Time of Peace; and likewiſe the | 


Power of Arms for preventing Invaſions 
and Inſurrections, reſts in the King immove- 
* ably, whereby he is ſuiſiciently enabled to 
protect his People; the Laws by which he 


6 1; 


make Uſe of his high and ſupreme Power 


| © ſay they are co- natural to the Nation. The 
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© is to govern, cannot be made but by the 


© Canfent of the Houſe of Peers, and by the 
* Commons duly choſen; the King cannot 


© to the Prejudice of thoſe for whoſe Good 
© he hath it; the Houſe of Commons, (as an 


excellent Conſerver of Liberty) is ſolely in- 


© truſted with the firſt Propoſitions concern- 
© ing the Levies of Money, the Sinews of Har 
© and Peace) and for the impeaching of thoſe 
© who for their own Ends (tho? countenanced 
© by the King's Commands) have violated 
© that Law which they are bound to protest. 


The Lords being truſted with judiciary 


© Power, are an excellent Skreen and Bank be- 
© tweenthe King and the People, to aſſiſt each 
© againſt the Encroachments of the other. 

* The Laws which do ſupport this Mo- 
© narchy, do excel all other Laws, for they 
© give unto the King the moſt noble and 
© royal Prerogatives, and yet maintain withal 
© the ingenious Liberty of the Subject. Theſe 
© Laws are ſo framed and fitted to the Nature 
© and Diſpoſition of the People, as I may 


© People have made their own Laws out of 
© their own Wiſdom and Experience, not bor- 
© rowing a Form of a Commonwealth either 
© from Nome or Greece, as other Nations have 
© done; but having ſufficient Proviſion of 
© Law and Juſtice within the Land, have no 
need Juſtitiam et Fudicium ab alienigents 
* emandicare ; as King John wrote moſt nobly 
to Innocent the Tug : Neither could any 

2 
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© one Man ever vaunt, that, like Minos, 
* Solon or Lycurgus, he was the firſt Law- 
* giver to this Nation: For neither did the 
© King make his own Prerogative, nor the 
© Judges make the Rules and Maxims of the 
Law by which judge; nor the com- 
mon Subject preſcribe the Liberties which 
de enjoyeth by the Law, but long Experi- 
© ence, and many Trials of what was beſtfor 
© the common „ hath produced them. 
Tbeſe Laws are grounded on Reaſons 

© antienter than Books, conſiſting in unwrit- 
© ten Cuſtoms, yet ſo full of Juſtice and Equi- 
- 2 that our honourable Predeceſſors _ 
© Times defended and maintained them witt 
© Mount mutare; and fo antient, that 
from the Saxons Days, notwithanding the 
© Injuries and Ruins of Time, they have 
© continued in the moſt Part the ſame, as 
© may appear in the old remaining Monu- 
© ments of the Laws of Ethelbert, the firſt 
'* Chriſtian King of Kent, Ina the King of 
* the Weſt Saxons, Offa of the Mercians, and 
of Alfred the great Monarch, who united 
© the Saxmm He hy, whoſe Laws are yet 
© to be ſeen, publiſhed by Parliament, to 
© the End; Ut? gui ſub uno Rege, ſub una Lege 
* repercntur.” | ei; 

If then this excellent Form of Government 
conſiſts of three States, mutually bound to 
aſſiſt and protect each other, thoſe who 
thwart this glorious Defign, and endeavour 
to make one diſtinct from the other, moſt cer- 
tainly endanger the hole : If thoſe who by 
| the 


1 
the Station Fn ſhine in, are the Medium 
to preſerve the Ballance between 
two, ſhall be the firſt to turn it 
and proper Poiſe once chang'd, the 


Syſtem is ruin'd, and e thing runs 
lng ro Ararchy and Confuon. | 

When a Maier, a long-continued 
Series of Male Pratfices, has rendered himſelf 


a 
they ought always to look upon with the 
nals Reverie ; it will — in them 
Pad and diſtemper d hts, and in the 
Freedom of their 8 wing from the 
Height of their Reſentments, they will pre- 
cipitate themſelves into the greateſt Enormi- 
ties, and talk diſreſpectfully of Maj—ty it- 
ſelf. Obedience is undoubtedly the Duty of 
the People, but in return of that, they ex- 
PPP Nee tv pougett hoon ty We q 
ights Privileges, and, when their juſt 
Complaints are offer d, to redreſs their Griev- 
ances. Thoſe therefore who obſtrut the 
_ Courſe of Juſtice, or, which is worſe, abſo- 
lutely put a Stop thereto without any ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon aſſigned, can be no Friends to 
their Monarch, whom by that Means they 
deprive of one of the greateſt P ves of 
N — 4 — to 4 ed 5 
venging their Wrongs on their Dr. 
"the Majeſty well known with? what Ten- 
derneſs and Love his — are to be . 
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ed; his Speeches from the Throne have al- 
ways informed us of his Reſolution to main- 
tain that Harmony which ought to ſubſiſt 
between a good King and a great and free 
People; he finds it much more ſafe and eaſy 
to erect his Throne over their Hearts, than 
(as ſome former miſtaken Princes have done) 
over their Heads, and that it is much better 
to be obey'd thro* Love than Fear, as the 
Dominion founded on the latter often meets 
the ſame Fate as a ſumptuous, though weak, 
Fabrick erected on the Sands; while that 
eftabliſh'd on the former, continues firm and 
immoveable as a Rock: It is allowed that a 
Parliament is the trueſt Glaſs wherein a Prince 
may diſcern his People's Love, and his own 
Happineſs : If this Poſtulatum is (what I be- 
lieve no Man will diſpute) an undeniable 
one, why then a conſequent one is that the 
retarding, or manifeſtly obſtrufting the 
Courſe of the People's Application for fatice, 
| muſt render them diſcontented and uneaſy ; 
which Diſcontent however otherwiſe curb'd 
and reſtrained from further extravagant Pro- 
ceeding will at leaft break out in Clamours 
againſt the Fountain whence they expected 
that Juſtice to flow. From whence we mutt 
naturally draw this conclufive Inference, that 
whoever impedes a Parliamentary Enquiry | 
fet on Foot and propagated by the unani- 
mous Conſent and earneſt Defire of the Peo- 
ple, they, and only they, are guilty of alie- 
nating the Subjects Love from the Throne, 
depriving the Royal Dignity of an Oppor- 
tunity 


8 ä — ——— —— —— — 
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tunity to do us Right, and giving Room for 


the opening of ſuch a Breach as may not be 


cloſed before it is attended with the na fatal 
Conſequences ; a diſtant Proſpect of which 
muſt ſtrike a Panick into the mof# Intrepid ; 
and thoſe who would face Death in its dread- 


full Shapes abroad would be diſmay'd to 


0 


ſee him ride triumphant over the Ruins of 
their Friends and Countrymen at home. 
Whoever impartially conſiders the Beha- 
viour of the C—ns fince the Title of E—1 
of O / being conferr'd on Sir R 
H'——e, muſt acknowledge that they have 
done all that has been in their Power to do ; 
but they have met with ſuch a ſhameful Op- 
poſition from the upper H—ſe, that their 
Conſtituents, tho* very well ſatisfied with 
the Integrity and Candour of their Repreſen- 
tatives, yet deſpair of meeting the Recom- 


w_ they expected for all the grievous 
 Wro 


and Impoſitions they had groaned 
1 Hence they — — 
all who have prevented their Enquiry, and 
each imputes the Fault where Reaſon moſt 
probably leads his Conjeftures. Shall we, 

ſay they, be plundered for upwards of 
ſears together, and the Man who has oppreſſed 
us in every Shape, and to whoſe pernicious 
Connſels we owe the preſent contemptible 
Figure we make in the Eyes of all Europe : 
he be ſuffered not only to go off with 
Impunity, but even to be rewarded with 
Titles equal to the great Merit? A 
Title which muſt diſturb the Spirit of the 
laſt 
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laſt E-1 who wore it, and who obtained it 
by his Faleur and good Services, to lee it ſo 
worthleſly beffowed. It is the royal Preroga- 
tive to remard its 41 as it is likewiſe 
a Duty it owes the People to puniſb 
Servants if be — quilt) of Miſcon- 
duct, and ſuch flagrant Enormities as the Law 
| ſeems doubtful whether it can puniſh or not, 
the Crimes being of ſuch a * that the 
Wiſdom of our Anceſtors, biaſs'd by their 
own honeſt Hearts, could not conceive any 
Man could be guilty of, and therefore left us 
unprovided againſt them: Thus, for above an 
hundred Years after the firſt Foundation of 
the Roman Republick, they had no Law againſt 
Parricide, concluding that nothing in human 
Shape could be capable of rating fo 
abominable a Villany: We, in like Manner, 
_ no expreſs _ againſt evil Miniſters, 
it being, indeed, I concieve, contrary to our 
eſtabliſhed Conſtitution to entruſt fo much 
Power in the Hands of any one Subject, as 
muſt neceſſarily be veſted in a Premier. The 
Parliament, when fitting, are our Miniſters, 
and when they are not, his Majeſty has his 
Council to apply to for Advice and Diſpatch 
on any ſudden Emergency : Thar Perſon, 
therefore, who works himſelf ſo far into the 
royal Favour by ſervile Adulation, or other 
unfair Practices, till he obtains the Diſpoſal 
of all the Places of Tru and Profit in the 
Kingdom, robs the Monarch, tho” he leaves 
him the Name of the beff Part of bis Power, 
and by aſſuming an Office he has no Right or 
Title to, merely to pre his * 

| jects, 


thoſe 


5 are moſt ſenſible when they are inj 
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jects, and accumulate Wealth to himſelf and 
is Creatures, is an Enemy to the Public, 
As ene the raves ll. 
may ſo far abuſe the roya a 
by 4 it as it were with his Emiſſaries 
and Spies, he may keep Truth from ever 
reaching it. To make the kingly a 
ſubſer vient to its own Diſhonour, is a 
neſs ſufficiently black and ſcandalous : But 
meanly to confederate with Wretches of his 
own raifing, and Troops of Hirelings, and 
Penfroners in Frauds, to cheat the People, or 
Schemes of arbitrary Power to fix on them 
indelible Slavery, looks more like the Fice of 
one bred up in the Artifices of a common Theef, 
than the Policies of a Stateſman. 1 

The People, however meanly they may 
be look'd upon by thoſe who forget the 
Rights due to the Public, and value 
ſelves ſeparately for their high Birth, 
long Bede-roll of Titles, wrongly called 
nours, handed down to * their 
ceſtors, however variable and inconſtant 
may be thought, yet their Prejudi 
generally grounded on ſome Reaſon; 


} 
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Ly 


| 


Ly 


being molt liable thereto : They have 
ready made their Complaints to remove thi 
Man from his Power; and tho? 
Means to evade the Charge 
their Endeavours to diſplace him; 
pelled 


pular Fury, tho“ it was com 


Feu 


L 


$ 
72 


8 


50 


or a while, was far from bei 
or extinguiſhed ; no, every 
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every Action convinced them more firmly, 
and rivetted them fronger in an — 4 


d » 
. 


he was guilty ; nor will they reſt till his 
Crimes are attoned by the juſt Puniſhment 
which they imagine ought to be inflicted on 
them. They attributed his Eſcape that 
Time to his ufual Stratagem and Artifice ; 
and tho?, in Obedience to the R-— 1 Favour, 
they urged it no further at that Time, yet 
were they far from entertaining an Opinion 
of his Innocence ; they are, indeed, for the 


moſt Part, ſufficient of any Injuries 
done to themſelves ; and tho* N be 
decie ved by Craft, or led into a Labyrinth 


of Error, by the Fineſſes of one, who, long 
iled in Corruption, Shifts and Evaſons, 
s how to turn every Occurrence to his 
own Advantage ; yet, in the plain Senſe of 
Right and Wrong, often determine better 
than Perfons of more refined Speculation, and 
certainly, in all Tranſactions, know when 
they are uſed well or ill. 
e have had Inftances in all Nations of 
the Reſentments of the People turning upon 
the unhappy Princes, who, contrary to Rea- 
fon and Iker, have protected their rapacious 
Favourites, when the incenſed Multitude have 
demanded Reſtitution of their Plunder; and 
as often of their being inſtantly appeaſed, 
when the Object of their Fury hath 5 de- 
liver'd up. Subjects, from the natural Obe- 
dience which they owe to their Monarch, 
can bear ſeveral Hardſhips from him without 
repining, which, when impoſed on them by 
. 


tx) 


« Miniſter whom they look upon no greater 


than one of themſelves, they tale fire at and 
mount into a Blaze immediately: When their 
Remonſtrances againft ſuch a Man are laid 
before the Throne in an humble and obeiffant 
Manner, they think; they know have a 
Right to be heard, and the leaſt Slight or 
; Delay galls them to the Heart ; but when 
thoſe Remonſtrances are ſeconded by circum- 
ſtantial Evidences, ſo ſtrong that they are tan- 
tamount to a Proof; when all they beg is but 
an Enquiry into the Conduf# of this Stateſ- 
man, and find him reed, tho?, for a while, 
they bear it with ſullen Diſcontent, the rank- 
ling Venom will at length break forth in all 
the Extravagance of undrid/ed Rage. "2 
A ſubtle and defigning Favourite may fo 
far ingratiate himſelf with his Maſter, and 
purſue ſuch Meaſures, that it may neither be 
the. Prince's Intereſt or Inclination to give 
him up to Juſtice, or permit his ſecret Tranſ- 
actions to be bro to Light, and openly | 
canvaſſed by the People; he may footh his 
darling Paſſions, till Ie hath obtained ſuch 
Dominion over his Weaknefs, that, when he 
would gladly get rid of fo troubleſome a 
Companion, he ſcarce dare to attempt it: 


Thus Sejanus, after he had won the Heart f 


Tiberius by his obeying Qualities, and ad- 
ming to his Pleafures, awed his Under- 
andin an over-bearing and commandir 
121 but whether it was . to by 
outward Quality of Flattering andOblequiouf- 
neſs, that moy'd him, or the inward Quality 


LS 
of his Ambition and Genius that drew him 
to it, he could not maintain it to the laſt : 


doubt, it ſeeming to him that he did but 
— 3 but when no outward Violence 
could overthrow him, he produced it in him- 
ſelf, his Ambition getting the Start of his 
Obſequiouſneſs; yet Tiberius knew not how 
to free himſelf; he defired inwardly that 
others would do it, ſometimes wiſhing that 
the Authority of the Senate would free him 
from one that was now grown hateful to him; 
at other times he fix'd great Hopes in the in- 
veterate Malice of Macro; thus was he as 
one that wi and will not, or would, and 
durſt not. ne | 
I believe there are few Men ſo wicked as to 
become Enemies to their Country, tho” they 
may be Enemies to thoſe who prevail there- 
in and govern it: But ſeeing the Inhabitants 
are thoſe that make a City, and not the 
Walls, he that is an Enemy to the Adm—n, 
ſeems, if not directly, yet indirealy, to be 
an Enemy to his Conntry. By this Deceit 
of believing that the Enmity which is bore 
to an encroaching Prince, a bad Miniſter, or 
a corrupted Faction, is a Hating of the Coun- 
try, many Princes have run themſelves into 

reat Errors and Misfortunes, who ſhould 
firſt have attentively confidered the Cauſes 
and Motives of — 4 who, by perſuading 
them to cxorbitant Impoſitions and unact uſfomed 
Oppreſſtons, made them, as it were, declare 
War againſt the Country they governed; 


when, 


He made Tiberius, for a while, to ſtand in 


191 4 
when, had they weigh'd it rightly, they 
might have been aſſured that fo ſoon as thoſe 
Men had ſatisfied their owz Paſſions, they 
would be the firſt to forſake them. For the 
Hiſtories of all Ages will teach us, that 
more Princes have been branded as Tyrants, 
and met with untimely Ends thro? their Mi- 
niſfer s Faults — therr . 4 

Bur it is needleſs to to Antiquity 
for Examples of this Kind, when our "4 
Hiſtories are replete therewith. The Fall 
of Gavefton, the Spencers, Mortimer, Empſon, 
and Dudley, and many others, fufficiently 
evince us of the Truth ; and the con- 
tinual Diſturbances that at length unhappily 
ended the Reigns of thoſe bigotted Princes 
who eſpouſed theſe Miniſters, in 4 
to the repeated Remonſtrances of the Peo- 
ple, ſeems to carry with it this fad but ſo- 
 Jemn Truth; That tho” Kings in their regal 
Capacity can do no Wrong, yet by connivi 
at, or conſenting to the Male- raftices of | 
their Favourites, they become anſwerable for 
their Gui/t. We ſcarcely ever find that a 
bare Diſmiſſion of the Perſon charged, from his 
Offices, has ſatisfied the Complainants ; and it 
hath commonly happened, thoſe whom 
the Prince molt highly exalted, have at 
laſt been brought Jowef# by the People. 

It is fo confonant to Reaſon, that all Crimes 
ſhould be puniſb d, and all Virtues rewarded, 
that it ſerves for an Ar to know there 
is a Heaven and a Hell; becauſe that good 
and evil Actions 2 do not meet with 

- 4 
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n Recompence in this World, it fol- 
4 F that the Divine Wiſom 
hath allotted Places for it in the other World: 
But he is a pernicious Prince, and takes awa 
the Efficacy of the Argument, as mueh as in 
him lies, who doth it not in this. The Hap- 
pineſs or worldly Government conſiſts in not 
ſuffering any Virtue to go unrewarded, nor 
any Offence ynpuniſhed. But then again, 
ane of the greateſt Diſorders the Corruption 
of Rewards hath produced, is, when they 
find their Treaſuries unable to undergo that 
Burthen, they have in fome Sort rewarded 
thoſe whom they blindly think endued with 
Virtue, with an Iapunity of Offences ; unfor- 
tunate is the virtuous AF, abominable the Re- 
ward, if the Recompence muſt be the bear. 
ing with Offences ; if Rewarding muſt be For- 
bearance of Puniſhment, either Virtue muſt 


it. But whether the Perſon accuſed is guilty 
or not, no Monarch is to blame to refi 
his Favourite to an impartial Scrutiny 
that Means he abates the vehement Suſpiciom 
of himſelf in the People, who, otherwiſe, 
will he apt to cenſure him equally with 57 
Miniſter. If therefore a Prince loves his Peo- 


le, he will give 
Fiiton, and * who adviſe him otherwiſe, 
or under his Sanction act to the . 
however they may diſguiſe it, are actually 
making a Separation between him and his 
nation Oath, to cauſe Law and Juſtice to be 


go without Reward, or turn to Vice to attain 


2 


them that reaſonable Satiſ- 


exec ut ed 


121 | 
executed in Mercy and Truth, in all bis vu. 
ments, when required : How can he executs 
that Juſfice, without hearing what is alledg- 
r bh how can he 
come at that without proper Inquiry ? _ | 
We may therfore conclude this Heal, by 
ſaying, That the late Refuſal of the 
proper Means to obtain an Inquiry into Mi- 
niſterial Conduct, is throwing an Odium upoi 
the T—ne, of /creening from Juſtice the Per- 
fon whom the Voice of 'the Nation 
has required to anſwer to their Complaint ; 
that by obftrufting the legal Method of ob- 
taining Evidence, the Refwuſers have virtually 

abſolved a Man accuſed, without — 
Charge, and thereby aſſumed to t ves 
a Power of pardoning, which to the 
NI Prerogative z whereby have 
terribly ſhook the ſolema Obligation before- 
mentioned. 


theſe Proceedings » As are gi 
to the Conffitutron 2 | 
likewiſe more injuring themſelves; 
they have open'd ſuch a Field of Encourage- 
ment to Iniquity, that it is almoſt tempting 
a Man to be bad whether he will or no; it 
is not oaly raiſing the Banner of Corruption, 
and tacitly mng Impunity to all ſururt 
ac well as preſent Plunderers of the Public; but 
it is likewiſe intimidating any one who ſhall 
be ready to ſtep forth and give Evidenc againſt 
them; it is more particularly ſo in the preſent 
Caſe; it ſeems to carry with it a direft Impli- 
| cation 
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| ention that they intend to diſcourage all 


Evidence that may be produced againſt the 
Perſon whoſe uct is the Subject of Inquiry 
of the Secret Committee. Now every one, 


the leaſt verſed in the common Law of this 
Land, 


_ well knows, that it ſeverely pu- 
niſhes and diſcountenances the keeping back, 
tampering with, or menacing of Evidences, even 
J. _ pen = may ariſe * 
Subject and Subj is is Iookꝰ'd u 0 

— us in Things of the ſmalleſt Ce, 
what a 6 muſt it prove in 
Affairs of the greateſt Importance, and where 
no leſs than the Welfare of ourſel ves and 
Poſterity, and the fundamental Baſis of our 
Conſtitution are concerned? If thoſe who are 
themſelves our Lepi/lators, refuſe a Law to 
promote Juftice ; if thoſe who are to deter- 
mine the final Appeals in Equity, obſtruct a 
Diſcovery of the Truth, and prevent its 
coming to Light, when defired by all, and 


| ready to appear, how can we hope for Ju- 


ffice, or who will take Pains to ſearch for 
Truth, when clogg'd with ſuch Diſadvan- 
tages? Is it not reaſonable to expect, that in 
this, as in moſt other Examples, inferior 
C—rts will follow the ſuperior One, the In- 
ſection will doubtleſs be ſpread round, and 
Right and Frong be determined as Caprice or 
partial Affection thall guide; and have not 
thoſe whoſe Duty it is to make the proper 
Diſtinction, a very good Plea on their Side? 
Corruption, always ready tocatchevery Thing 
that is bad, will not let ſuch a glorious 1 


dent ſlip, but carefully apply it to prevent 


[ 23 } 


5 


future Teſtimoniesfrom being brought | 
her darling Sons; ſo that, in the Words of 
thoſe who wiſely foreſee the fatal Conſe- 
quences, they hereby not only injure the 
Nation in general, but have form'd a Prece- 


dent to deprive themſelves of their own Power 


of calling any future Male-Minifter to Ac- 
count, ſhould they be fo inclin'd, and have 
in Effect paſs'd An AF of Indemnity to all that 
are to come. 3 | | 
Their judicial Faculty is hereby broke into 
in ſuch a manner, as muſt conſequently bring 
it into Diſrepute, and make the People fearfu! 
of truſting to it in any future Emergency; 
and I believe there are very few leone of 


their having any Love or Veneration for 


their Rulers, when they find in them that 
the Inclination ceaſes to hear their Complaints, 
and do them Juſtice. Were an Appeal from 
a Decree to come before them, wherein 

one of our Trading Compani 

and who by their Neal 
ſome Frauds which they were apprebenſive 
had been committed by their F or Of- 
ſicers, would they prejudge the Cauſe, and 
diſmiſs the Appeal, becauſe the Allegations 
of the whole muſt be ſupported by the Evi- 
dence of ſome who were concerned in the 
Fraud? No, ſurely, they would hear it out 
firſt, or elſe what a Scope would that 
give to Frauds and Embezzlements in 
every Branch of Buſineſs. Why then would 
they do it in this? This which is an Appeal 
of the whole Nation ? In 
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quity, Cu- 
ience teach us, that this is 
only ſafe and p Method ; yet by 
w Reftriftion and Inhibition of Juſtice, 
the whole Courſe perverted, and 
muſt henceforwards run in a new 
Any Set of Villains may plunder 

at Pleaſure, provided they remain 
aft to each other ; nay, ſhould 
ſtruck with Remorſe, and en- 
leavour to do the ſuffering Parties Right, 
here is a laudable Precedent to refuſe his Te- 
ſtimony. If the Aggreſſor be one above the 
common Rank, he has nothing now to do 
but to plunder the People in one Place, his 
Soumenſe Effate and overgrown Fillames ſhall 
protect him; let him but remove the Scene, 
make the Affair above their Cognizance, ſte 
into a more exalted Station, and he may loo 
round and bid them Defiance. By this new 
Syſtem, little Offences, where none can ſcarcely 
fay they are injured, ſhall be ſeverely calFd 
to the Teſt, whilſt Crimes of the muff notori- 
GIS Gy ogy of the Ihe: 
all not only be -:zpunifbed, but 
rewarded with Honeur, and a Method found 
out to let them enjoy their Plunder, without 
15 ever 


261 
ever being called to an Account. The Lew's Cob- 


web Texture ſhall only 1 feeble Flies, without 
— Threads ſtrong to hold theſe 
ST REN | 
e the Ir anew 
like the Iradres oo J r may dy for ProceAti. 
on; and, as the Fewyb was fafe if he fub- 


mitted himſelf ro his God, and laid hold of the Hesses 


of the Aar, ſo is the Stateſman here, if he flies to his 
modern God, and ſticks faſt to the Sides of rhe . 


Their own Fame, one would imagine, ſhould in 


ſome Meaſure have prevented are be may chk hb 
no Man, however exalted he may think 
above having a R cation to alias os 
tions make him Debtor to the Public 
and according to them the Account is fwelfd or li- 
2 n d: Tho I have known ſeveral of our e. 4 
as Shakeſpear aptl N 
8 ement to thoſe Honoars, 
which many better Mex have gone without ; tho', 275 
mating into a Charict, e 
the whole Form of the Man has been changed ; and, 
forgetting that he ever was a Commoner, be inemediat 
beafts a Train of illuffrious Anceſtors, antrinfck Worth, 


ang ras Nay: Yes Tet them know thus the 


Dream they en 
oſterity will judge their Title to Grandear by | 
T K N 1 
urn, is but a more dignified Tcol at er 
he may vaunt himſelf, and f his former Sr 

with an indifferent Air rhe Com ; of 
his late Equals ; his aft art Pride will induce them 
to uſe him as the Countryman did his aden Saint, 


is all ro themſely 


whom having ſollicited to no Pu => 
need nut, ſaid he, be ſo proud, for we have 
from a Plumb Tree - Let him whom the 2 


gy firs apply it. 
A Man who in any publick Dealings ſhall over- 
trade himſelt, and ** himſelf incapa- 


dle 


to 

2 need of — ; 
regulate new Diſorders; and, according as they are 
more dangeraus, the Remedies muſt be the == 
nor ought the .Onality of the Offeaders to be neg- 
lected in the Diſcipline of the Cure; for what my 
Lord Hallifax fays of Beggars, may very well be 
applied to Cheats; where the poor Ones are only 
whit, the great Ones (out of a proportionable Re- 
to their Dignity) ought to be hang d. How- 

erer this may hold good in Theory, in Practice 
we find it to be far otherwiſe ; for Offences leſs 
| deſtructive to the Community than what are gene- 
' rally alledg'd againſt the late Miniſter (and which 
are partly contets'd by the Perſon whoſe Behaviour 
gave Rite to the B—ll, in acknowledging, That 
he coul give ao Anſwer without affecting humſclf ) 
we find the very ſame Method otten made uſe ot. 
One Cafe more remarkable than the reſt was during 
the A— n of this M—r, when he actuated, 
and was the Soul of every Thing. A Gentleman 
whote diftinguith'd Excellence in the Law raiſed 
him to the higheſt Poſt therein, accompanied wich. 
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1281 
than would ſerve bis own Tura; but that he hin(«f 
bad gather'd up ſuch rich Booties the Sicili- 


ans, that the Overplus thercef ould dazzle the 
Eyes of the SENATE, uad blind them ſo that 
umid nd fee bis Faults. 
Regard to the P 

diſappointing 


he worſe, as their Expe 
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reigns amongſt them. This hath ever been the EC 
a national Calamity in a free-born People: 
Mifery cannot be fu to eed 
trivial Cauſe ; and therefore the 
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THE 
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dut if ul to their Princes, 


but entirely averſe g and rapacions Mi- 
ert, and yet no Nation under the Sun hath been 
more 
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